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Article Summary
Lemieux, F. (2014). Effect of gun culture and firearm laws on gun violence and mass shootings in the United States: A multi-level quantitative analysis. International Journal of Criminal Justice Sciences, 9(1), 74.
I. Questions: Is there an American “gun culture?” Is there a relationship between gun culture and gun violence? 
II. Design: The analytical design of this research is based on a three-level, cross-sectional approach to discern the relationship between the rate of death by guns and the rate of gun ownership in each country of study.
A. The macro level focuses on an international comparison between 25 developed countries.
B. The meso level implements a national comparison between 50 states, and the micro level offers a case-study comparison between73 public mass shootings.
C. Data for all variables were provided by the United Nations.
III. Results:
The researchers found that
A. Both cultural and legislative proposition have significant impacts on deaths by guns. 
B. The legislative perspective is associated with a decrease in deaths by gun and mass shootings.
IV. Discussion: Based on these results, the authors concluded that the best predictor of death by firearms is gun ownership.
A. The authors suggest that future policy on gun control should be enacted and implemented to reduce gun ownership and hence lower the rate of death by firearms.
B. Suggestions:
1) The authors suggest that more strict laws be enforced to reduce access and availability of firearms.
2) The authors also suggest that police departments should impose background checks, stricter condition for access to firearms, and ban clip magazine capacity features on private guns.
C. Limitations: 
1) The authors acknowledge the main limitation of the study was that the lack of adequate data per country to analyze.
2) I also think that the authors should have accounted for the rate of death by licensed and legally owned firearms in the U.S.
D. Further research:
1) They suggested further research to be conducted in evaluating the effect of harsh punishment on mass shooting.
E. Critique:
I concur with the authors that the best way to reduce the rate of death by firearms is by reducing access and availability of guns to people. However, the fact that majority of mass shooting cases in the U.S. have been done by licensed and legally owned firearms is enough proof of the loopholes in the legal system in charge of gun licensure. Consequently, I would recommend reforms to be done in the legal system and the police department to avoid leaking guns to the public.
V. Generalizations: Criminal justice agencies and police departments could use this information to:
1) [bookmark: _GoBack]To develop enact and implement the best background checks and stricter conditions for gun ownership to control publics’ access to firearms.
Article Source: http://www.sascv.org/ijcjs/pdfs/Lemieuxijcjs2014vol9issue1.pdf 






